
Justice Research and Statistics Association • 720 7th Street, NW • Third Floor • Washington, DC 20001 
202-842-9330 (phone) • 202-448-1723 (fax) 

 
 

 
 

 

Call for Entries 
2014 SAC Technical and Analytical Innovation Recognition Award 

 
Each year during its annual business meeting JRSA honors Statistical Analysis Center projects that 
demonstrate innovative approaches to statistical or policy analysis.  We are now accepting entries for the 
2014 SAC Technical and Analytical Innovation Recognition Award. 

Entry Criteria 
SACs are invited to nominate their projects that they believe represent innovative statistical, analytical, 
or technical approaches or methodologies that advance the tools for policy analysis/decision making in 
the justice field.  Examples include: 1) playing a significant role in the implementation of new 
technologies in the state, such as AFIS, CJIS, or justice data warehouses; 2) the development of 
computer software for analytical applications; or 3) the use of new statistical/analytical/ 
methodological tools in the justice field.  
 
The projects nominated should be completed or operational and should not have previously received 
recognition through one of JRSA’s other awards.  (For a list of further examples from awards 
previously given, please refer to page three.) 
 
Judging Process 
The JRSA Website and Innovation Awards Committee (composed of 6 SAC directors/staff members) 
will review the nomination forms and make a determination of each project's contribution to improving 
justice policies or operations. Awards for those judged as demonstrating innovative approaches or other 
significant achievements in the justice field will be announced during the 2014 JRSA Annual Business 
Meeting. Because of the potential diversity of the nominated projects, more than one award per year 
may be made.  Recognition will include acknowledgment on JRSA’s website, an article in the JRSA 
Forum describing the project, and a certificate issued to the SAC. 

Nominations must be received by JRSA no later than 5:00 p.m. EDT, Friday, August 8, 2014.  
Please email or mail the form to Jason Trask at JRSA.  If you have additional project-related materials or 
documentation that you would like to include with the form, we will need either electronic files 
(preferably in PDF file format) or seven (7) copies for distribution to the Committee members. 

 

The Entry Form is on the next page, followed by brief descriptions of past winning projects.
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2014 SAC Technical and Analytical Innovation Recognition Award 
Nomination Form 

 

State: _____________________________ Contact Name: _____________________________ 

 

Phone: _______________________ Email: _________________________ 

 

Project name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please respond to the following questions as they apply to your project.  If submitting this 
nomination form on paper, attach additional pages as needed.  If submitting an electronic file, 
add your text under each question.   

1. Please describe this project (i.e., its primary mission/purpose; the information or other needs 
that it addresses; and the technologies, analytic methods, or innovative approaches that 
distinguish this project from past practices). 

2. What role(s) did the SAC have in this effort, e.g., project management, content creation, 
software programming, data analysis, document author, etc. 

3. Describe how users either access its services or have the final products delivered to them.  

4. Are there specific criminal justice-related impacts such as policy decisions, procedural 
changes, or cost savings that can be attributed to this project?   

5. Are there any plans for expanding its capabilities, integration with other systems, or user 
community?  

6. If you have additional references (e.g., a website URL) or have attached materials for the 
Committee to review, please list them below.  

 
Nominations must be received by JRSA no later than 5:00 p.m. ET, Friday, August 8, 2014. 

 

Email to Nancy Michel, nmichel@jrsa.org, or mail to Nancy Michel, Justice Research and Statistics 
Association, 720 Third Street, NW, Third Floor, Washington, DC 20001.  
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Award Winning Projects 

 
2013  
Illinois – Illinois Criminal History and Recidivism Analysis Tool 
The Illinois SAC created a data tool that is publicly available on the Illinois SAC website as part of a 
suite of data analysis tools. Users select from options in a form to construct a particular prison admission 
or release cohort, click a button, and additional options on the type of criminal justice events to be 
included in the criminal history or recidivism analysis become visible. Users can then obtain statistical 
and graphical information, which can be copied and pasted into spreadsheets. Criminal history and 
recidivism events (in the form of arrests, convictions, probation sentences, and prison admissions) are 
shown as an overall total, as well as by offense type. The statistical estimates that are produced include 
the total number and percentage in the cohort with the specified recidivism event, and the average number 
of events experienced. Chart options include the selection of cohort subgroups and a choice of several 
statistical estimates. In making the award to the Illinois SAC, the Award Committee called the tool 
“innovative and easy to use. Displays are easy to understand, and complex analyses are made simple with 
this tool.” 

Vermont – The VCJR-XCT Tool: A Software Tool to Analyze XML-Encoded Criminal History 
Records 
Few statistical analysis tools allow analysis to be done on XML-based data – and almost none allow 
analysis on XML-based data that is hierarchical in nature. The Vermont Center for Justice Research 
(VCJR) developed an internal tool that allows XML-encoded criminal history databases to be analyzed 
more easily using existing statistical analysis tools such as SPSS, which by themselves do not have native 
XML database capability. In making the award to the Vermont SAC, the Award Committee cited the 
tool’s innovative capability that allows criminal justice agencies to access data themselves and enables the 
Vermont Center for Justice Research to do new types of research.  
 
West Virginia – Project IDA: Making Statistics Accessible Through Interactive Data Analysis 
Project IDA (Interactive Data Analysis) is the first state-level, online, query-based application for 
obtaining statistics from multiple data sources. Initially the application contained law enforcement and 
adult corrections population data; community corrections program data have since been added. In addition 
to a variety of data sources, the system can also include data over multiple years to illustrate trends. The 
application utilizes a user-friendly interface that allows users to obtain information through a series of 
data filter options–anything from aggregate crime totals at the state or county level to very detailed 
information on the number of offenders with specific characteristics. The application can be accessed 
through the WVSAC website at https://apps.wv.gov/dcjs/sac/. In making the award to the West Virginia 
SAC, the Award Committee noted that this innovative application is very easy to use and it incorporates a 
lot of NIBRS categories into the format.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.icjia.org/public/sac/index.cfm
https://apps.wv.gov/dcjs/sac/
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2011 
Iowa SAC 
State of Iowa Criminal Justice Information Sharing (CJIS) Initiative 
This project was selected for its incorporation of advanced technologies and justice system-wide impacts. 
The SAC provided strong project management and oversight for CJIS during the planning and "rollout" 
phases of the project. Once CJIS was established, the SAC was also able to evaluate and analyze the 
impact it has had on the justice community and make recommendations to further refine the needs and 
scope of the project. Additionally, the SAC was responsible for contract management and overseeing the 
work of the various contractors working on CJIS.  
 
West Virginia SAC 
Toward Enhanced Information and Data Sharing in West Virginia: Implementation of the LS/CMI 
Offender Assessment System 
The WV SAC provided leadership in the state’s adoption of a uniform and system-wide approach to 
offender risk assessment by the courts, DOC, probation, and parole.   The WV SAC was charged with the 
implementation, training, and quality assurance of the LS/CMI—including the establishment and 
maintenance of the Web-based system. The SAC is responsible for setting-up the online system, 
managing its users, issuing policies related to its use, overseeing quality of data entered, and conducting 
reports utilizing the data in the system.   

 
Wyoming SAC  
WyCST: Wyoming Court Supervised Treatment Information Management System 
This project created a user interface that opens with a dashboard providing an overview of trends and 
other aggregate case information that give indicators of performance and the drug court’s system status.  
It substantially improves the information workflow of the drug courts as well as   provides policy analysts 
with correspondingly richer and more complete evidence to inform policy decisions.  The WY SAC 
developed the technical specifications for the project as well as designed and implemented the project 
management plan to create the product. WYSAC did all of the software design and programming, tested 
the product internally, oversaw the beta testing by selected end users, accomplished all necessary de-
bugging and fine-tuning, prepared user documentation, uploaded data from the previous system, launched 
the final version statewide, and assisted with training the users.  
 
 2010  
Nevada SAC  
Arrest Related Deaths in Custody Online Reporting System 
Using 2009 SJS grant funds, the Nevada SAC—the Center for the Analysis of Crime Statistics (CACS)—
designed, created, and implemented an online arrest-related data collection reporting system in order to 
obtain information concerning deaths that occurred during the course of an arrest by local law 
enforcement agencies throughout Nevada. The online reporting system now provides Nevada law 
enforcement agencies a quick and easy way to submit data in support of a national data collection effort—
an effort in which prior to the system being established our state’s agencies were not participating. To 
date, all but one agency (98%) has provided CACS with 2009 arrest related deaths in custody information 
via the new online data collected system. 
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2009  
Wyoming SAC 
WyoSafe Desktop Software 
The primary purpose of the WyoSafe Desktop software is to provide domestic violence and victim 
assistance programs a way of securely recording information about their clients and the services they 
provide to those clients.   
 
2008  
West Virginia 
Community-Based Offender Management and Research Information System 
Centralized database system, CCIS, which supports individual service providers and statewide data 
collection and reporting 
 
2002  
Florida 
Crime Research Information System (CRIS) 
Data repository with analytic capability provided through SAS software 
 
Illinois 
CJ Datanet 
Interactive Web-based data retrieval/analysis capability; includes data graphing 
 
Nebraska 
Nebraska Criminal Justice Information System (NCJIS) 
Internet-based data portal for justice information 
 
2001  
Iowa 
Justice Data Warehouse 
 
 

 


